
 

 

 
CORE TRAINING  

PLTW Core Training is a dynamic and immersive professional development experience. The focus of 
which is to enhance your skills and knowledge related to course-specific pedagogy and content. 
PLTW Core Training is designed to empower you with the confidence, understanding, and 
knowledge necessary to teach the curriculum. 

Introducing select activities, projects, and problems within the course, as well as pedagogical 
strategies, PLTW Core Training provides a comprehensive overview of the course content and is not 
inclusive of the full scope and breadth of the course. You may teach PLTW curriculum only after 
successfully completing the corresponding professional development requirements.  

Thousands of teachers nationwide participated in PLTW Core Training in 2020 and 2021 with our 
exceptional online delivery format. PLTW is committed to providing a safe environment for all PLTW 
Core Training experiences by constantly monitoring health and safety recommendations. Based on 
the COVID-19 pandemic, PLTW has made the decision to offer PLTW Core Training experiences in a 
virtual only format for summer 2022. We're excited to continue this dynamic and meaningful 
experience. 

Prior to the start of PLTW Core Training, you must complete all prerequisite training courses, which 
are available online, as well as attend the Orientation meeting. The Orientation meeting will be 
hosted by your Master Teacher through Zoom. You will receive an email invitation approximately 
one week before training begins. 

Both prerequisite courses and the Orientation meeting are specifically designed to set you up for 
success during PLTW Core Training. 

Note: The time required to complete prerequisites varies based upon your knowledge of the topic 
and previous experience; however, as a gauge, allow 6-9 hours for completion. The Orientation 
meeting will require no more than 90 minutes of your time. 

PLTW Core Training is offered in a variety of schedule options with different dates and times so you 
can select the PLTW Core Training opportunity that best fits your personal schedule. The pace of 
instruction in all time frames is accelerated and rigorous.   
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During PLTW Core Training, you will experience two parts of training: Cohort Connection and It’s 
Your Turn. During both, there's little allowance for outside distractions. 

Cohort Connection is a scheduled, live, two-hour meeting, facilitated by your Master Teacher and 
delivered using the Zoom online meeting platform. During Cohort Connection you will learn from 
your Master Teacher and experience the PLTW course content with other members of your cohort. 
Cohort Connection may happen once or twice daily, depending on the PLTW Core Training schedule 
option you select. 

After each two-hour Cohort Connection, you will also be responsible for another two- to three-hours 
of work called It’s Your Turn. During It’s Your Turn, you may work individually on an activity, 
collaborate in assigned small groups, or meet virtually with your Master Teacher preparing for the 
next Cohort Connection. 

PLTW has intentionally built-in community building and collaboration so you will have ample time to 
interact with both your Master Teacher and other participants. Additionally, all Master Teachers will 
have office hours available to meet one-on-one with individuals or with groups. 

Your success in PLTW Core Training is dependent on your regular attendance, active participation, 
and engagement throughout the course. Attendance in PLTW Core Training refers to your presence 
and active contributions during Cohort Connection and collaborative time during It’s Your Turn. 

Attendance to all Cohort Connection sessions is required. 

If you have an emergency or unexpected event that prevents you from attending a Cohort 
Connection session, please contact your Master Teacher immediately as outlined in the Attendance 
Policy. Multiple absences will impact your ability to earn course credit.  

To ensure a successful training experience, we have established the following participant 
expectations. 

• Successfully complete all prerequisite training courses at least 24 hours before your PLTW 
Core Training starts. 

• Attend the Orientation meeting hosted by your Master Teacher. 
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• Download and install all required course specific software as outlined in the prerequisite 
courses on your technology that you will use for PLTW Core Training. 

o PLTW Core Training Technical Requirements: 

▪ PLTW Launch 

▪ PLTW Gateway 

▪ PLTW Computer Science 

▪ PLTW Engineering 

▪ PLTW Biomedical Science 

• Make sure your internet speed is conducive to the tech specifications provided in the 
prerequisite training courses. 

• Make sure you have received and have available your Welcome and Equipment Kit from 
PLTW. This kit includes PLTW swag items as well as equipment and materials required for 
use during PLTW Core Training. The Welcome and Equipment Kit is being sent to the 
address you provided during registration and should arrive approximately 3-4 days before 
training begins. 

• Review the following resources: 

o Getting Started with myPLTW Courses 

o Getting Started with myPLTW Professional Development 

o Getting Started with myPLTW Store 

o Getting Started with myPLTW Community 

All participants in PLTW Core Training must complete all assignments. You will have a variety of 
required assignments to complete and submit to your Master Teacher. Your Master Teacher will 
periodically review and provide feedback on completed portions of submission forms. 

https://www.pltw.org/training-technical-requirements
https://www.pltw.org/training-technical-requirements
https://www.pltw.org/training-technical-requirements
https://www.pltw.org/training-technical-requirements
https://www.pltw.org/training-technical-requirements
https://instructional-resources.s3.amazonaws.com/Professional_Development/General_PD_Resources/courses_tutorial/index.html
https://instructional-resources.s3.amazonaws.com/Professional_Development/General_PD_Resources/pd_portal_tutorial/index.html
https://instructional-resources.s3.amazonaws.com/Professional_Development/General_PD_Resources/store_tutorial/index.html
https://instructional-resources.s3.amazonaws.com/Professional_Development/General_PD_Resources/community_tutorial/index.html
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• Start training with the technology that meets or exceeds PLTW computer specifications, with 
required course-specific software already loaded. 

• Arrive for all Cohort Connection sessions on time (Master Teachers will take attendance 
during every Cohort Connection session). 

• Actively participate in all Cohort Connection sessions. 

• Actively participate in all It’s Your Turn collaborations including small group and partner 
interactions. 

• Complete all required assignments. 

• Minimize distractions in your workspace. 

• Mute your microphone when not speaking. 

• If you’re having connectivity issues, turn off your video (you’ll want to make sure your 
internet speed is robust enough to attend and contribute). 

• If you have an emergency or unexpected event that prevents you from attending a Cohort 
Connection session, please contact your Master Teacher immediately as outlined in the 
Attendance Policy. Absences will impact your ability to earn course credit. 

Now that you’ve earned your course credential, you’ll continue to have access to your cohort peers 
and Master Teachers through Community in myPLTW, a PLTW credentialed teacher exclusive forum 
for collaboration and knowledge sharing for hundreds of PLTW teachers and Master Teachers. Your 
Master Teacher will continue to be a resource for you as you embark on teaching the course with 
your students for the first time. You can locate your Certificate of Completion by logging into 
myPLTW and viewing your Dashboard. 


